
© SGS Société Générale de Surveillance SA. (2023)

This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. This publication is 

intended to provide technical information and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace any legal requirements 

or applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will be error-

free or will meet any particular criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without SGS’s prior written consent.

The latest trends, services & promotions

EU Regulates PFHxS and PFHxS-related Compounds Under 

POP Recast

The EU has added PFHxS, its salts 

and PFHxS-related compounds to 

the POP Recast Regulation on 

persistent organic pollutants. The 

latest amendment will become 

effective on August 28, 2023.

On August 8, 2023, the European 

Union (EU) issued Regulation (EU) 

2023/1608 to amend Part A of Annex I 

to Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 on 

persistent organic pollutants (POP 

Recast Regulation, consolidated 

version to June 2023) by adding 

perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS), 

its salts and PFHxS-related 

compounds, with specific exemptions 

on intermediate use or other 

specifications.

According to the definitions in the latest 

amendment, PFHxS, its salts and 

PFHxS-related compounds means:

• PFHxS, including any of its 

branched isomers

• Its salts

• PFHxS-related compounds, which 

are substances that degrade to 

PFHxS, including substances that 

contain the chemical moiety 

C6F13S- as one of its structural 

elements

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/1608 of May 30, 2023, amending Annex I to 

Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 as regards the listing of perfluorohexane sulfonic acid 

(PFHxS), its salts and PFHxS-related compounds, Official Journal of the EU, August 8, 

2023

Substance Scope

Specific exemption 

on intermediate 

use or other 

specification

Effective Date

PFHxS and its 

salts
Substances, mixtures or 

articles

≤ 0.025 mg/kg

August 28, 2023

PFHxS-related 

Compounds

≤ 1 mg/kg (sum of all 

PFHxS-related 

compounds)

PFHxS, its salts 

and PFHxS-related 

compounds

Concentrated firefighting 

foam mixtures that are to be 

used or are used in the 

manufacture of other 

firefighting foam mixtures

≤ 0.1 mg/kg (to be 

reviewed within three 

years with a view to 

strengthen the limit)

As the world’s leading testing, inspection and certification company, SGS suggests 

enterprises to pay attention to the regulatory requirements of PFAS. Our experts 

can help to establish the investigation plans on PFAS, effectively assist you to 

actively respond to new requirements!

For more information, please contact our Customer Service Team.

Highlights of the new law are summarized in the below table.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.198.01.0024.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A198%3ATOC
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